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laboratory data processing into a total hospital system. The general conclu-
sion was that at the present time a small dedicated computer under labora-
tory control is preferable. Brian Bull of Loma Linda University describes
the preparation of updated patient summaries by magnetic tape typewriters
as an interim measure until computerized data processing is better de-
veloped.
The second section presents evaluation by independent laboratories of new
automatic instruments for clinical chemistry, hematology, and bacteriology.
Precision, accuracy, versatility, efficiency, and cost are discussed. One wishes
that they had all followed a uniform experimental protocol. All of the chemi-
cal instruments tested are of the discrete sample handling type with the ex-
ception of the autoanalyzer. Most of these instruments unfortunately depend
upon single point calibration and commercial secondary serum standards, a
deficiency emphasized in the book by Donald Young of the National Insti-
tutes of Health. Errors in two different instruments were traced to inac-
curate commercial standards.
Discussing the automation of enzyme measurements, Seligson presents a
new approach to kinetic assays that provides as a measure of reaction rate a
single absorbance value which is suitable for computer processing. Michael
Berry of the University of California describes a means of automating tradi-
tional kinetic assays. Arthur Babson argues for single point enzyme assays
as opposed to the more widely accepted and approved kinetic methods.
This book provides no absolute conclusions or definitive answers, but pro-
vides a good composite picture of the state of the art as of February, 1969.
PETER JATLOW
LABORATORY IDENTIFICATION OF PATHOGENIC FUNGI SIMPLIFIED, 3rd Ed.
By Elizabeth L. Hazen, Morris A. Gordon, and Frank C. Reed. Springfield,
Ill., Charles C. Thomas, 1970. 253 pp. $18.25.
It is a pity that this book is still relatively unknown in clinical microbiology
laboratories. It is not only a valuable aid for the trained mycologist but could
also enable many a bacteriological laboratory to venture into mycology-a
field often shunned because of insufficient experience and/or guidance of the
technologist.
A third edition of the volume became necessary, for a substantial amount
of new knowledge has accumulated since the second edition was published
in 1960, particularly in the areas of opportunists, phycomycetes, dermato-
phytes, actinomycetes, and mycological serology. The text describes mor-
phology and cultural characteristics of each species, followed by two brief
summaries, "Criteria for the identification of cultures," and "Aids to diag-
nosis." Opposite the summary page several black-and-white illustrations of
pertinent macroscopic and microscopic features of each fungus are found,
drawn from cultures and microscopic slides.
There is probably no other book of this kind and size which provides such
an amount of concise information and illustrations about fungi. However,
the color plates-difficult to produce in any case-do not add much; the re-
productions are too small and the colors often do not resemble those seen in
cultures. An Appendix covering serology, stains and reagents, media, my-
411YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE Volume 43, June, 1971
cological nomenclature, and references (including most recent ones, also
from the French and Latin-American literature) completes this excellent
book. May it find the readership that it deserves!
ALEXANDER VON GRAEVENITZ
THE COMPARATIVE ANATOMY AND HISTOLOGY OF THE CEREBELLUM FROM
MONOTREMES THROUGH APES. By Olof Larsell. Edited by Jan Jansen.
Minneapolis, University of Minnesota Press, 1970. 269 pp. 233 illus. $16.00.
This is the second of three volumes dealing with the comparative morpho-
genesis and morphology of the cerebellum in the various classes of verte-
brates. Larsell divides the mammalian cerebellum into 10 basic lobules. Their
variations are described for practically all of the orders of mammals. The
details of cerebellar homology are often augmented by concise descriptions
of variations in motor and sensory neural organization associated with the
behavioral adaptations of a particular species. Extensive descriptions of the
cerebellum are given for the rabbit, opossum, pig, cat, rhesus monkey,
chimpanzee and albino rat. The chapter concerned with the rat cerebellum
frequently refers to generalized cerebellar features that pertain to all mam-
mals. Approximately 40 species are covered by the text. There are also ref-
erences to other species whose structural variation may shed light on some
aspect of cerebellar topology. According to Dr. Jansen, details of cerebellar
histology and a description of the human cerebellum will appear in the third
volume of the series. The present work, which includes about 350 references
to the literature, should become a classic monograph in neuroanatomy and
neuroembryology. The subject matter will also be of great value to neuro-
physiologists and experimental neuropathologists.
DON C. HIGGINS
CONTROL OF GASTROINTESTINAL FUNCTION. By Frank P. Brooks. New
York, The Macmillan Co., 1970. 222 pp. $7.95.
This introduction to the physiology of the gastrointestinal tract will meet
the needs of a large segment of the medical community. Frank P. Brooks
has written a brief but thorough introduction that describes the relevant
facts observed and clearly explains the concepts developed in the last two
decades of research in gastrointestinal physiology.
The book's 15 chapters review all aspects of gastrointestinal function, in-
cluding gastrointestinal motility and bile and pancreatic secretion. The
author is at his best when writing on gastrointestinal secretions, reflecting
his longstanding interest as investigator. His description is well-supported
by almost 900 references, up to 1968. The book is a successful attempt to
provide a brief and lucid review of the basic knowledge of gastrointestinal
function in order to assist the practicing physician, physicians in training,
and medical students to understand recent developments in the diagnosis and
management of gastrointestinal pathology.
JOSE BEJAR
A DIFFERENT KIND OF COUNTRY. By Raymond F. Dasmann. New York,
The Macmillan Co. 1970. 276 pp. $5.95.
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